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And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy, and to walk
humbly with your God. Micah 6:8
Climate Sunday Service—Sunday 31st October—10.45am at St Magnus’
The day that COP26 starts in Glasgow!
To explore the theological and scientific basis of creation care and action on climate. To pray
together as world leaders gather to debate the way forward. We have registered our service with
the Climate Sunday website so our service will be counted with all the others being held nationally.

COP 26—what is it?
The 26th UN Climate Change Conference of the Parties
(or COP26 for short) will take place at the Scottish Event
Campus in Glasgow from 31 October to 12 November
2021. Since the first COP in Berlin in 1995 there has been
painstaking progress towards international
agreement. Getting every country in the world to sign up
to life changing commitments is not easy but in Paris in
2015 (COP21) there was agreement to try to limit global warming to 1.5°Celsius above pre-industrial
levels and not to allow it to go above 2°C.
As global temperatures rise so do the associated risks and their severity, particularly for those tropical
countries already suffering terrible loss and damage. The impacts often fall most heavily on women and
children and those already living in poverty. People living in small island states and low lying countries at
risk from rising sea levels have campaigned to limit temperature rises to 1.5 °C. Without radical action
temperature rises of over 1.5°C will very likely happen by mid-century.

To mark the start of Scottish Interfaith Week all places of worship are invited to ring a bell for climate
justice at 6pm on Saturday 30th October for 30 minutes. We are pleased to take part in this with the
support of Interfaith Shetland. A big thank you to Conrad who has kindly agreed to ring the bell.
Bells are associated with the call to worship, weddings and
very special national celebrations such as the millennium or
the ending of the second World War. But they also have
another historic function: To ring out warnings such as fires,
floods and shipwrecks.
Our planet has given us warning after warning, through floods, wildfires, droughts, heat domes and
hurricanes, that we have profoundly affected the balance of the planet and are making it increasingly
hostile to mankind. The UN Secretary General has signalled ‘Code Red for Humanity’. The nations of the
Global South are already suffering the severest effects of drought, crop failures, hurricanes and cyclones.
Information from Eco-Congregation Scotland and Interfaith Scotland

Call to Prayer—see next Page

A Prayer for COP (the United Nations Conference of the Parties)
Sustaining God as in November,
at great cost and with great urgency
the leaders of our species
and those with concern for their common home
will gather in Glasgow,
we ask for your welcoming, affirming presence
in the many layers of gathering which are part of that event.
Give to those who make decisions
a freedom from the burdens of a past which have pushed us to this cliff-edge.
Give a dawning vision of your offer of healing
greater than the blocked horizon of what it might cost.
Argue and wrestle with the powers and principalities of expediency and despair.
Open every human ear to the voices of the Earth,
and of sisters, brothers, siblings who already suffer sharply.
Save us from the despair of complacency
and the toxic temptation when the visitors have departed
to embrace ‘business as usual’ for that ‘normal’ has gone.
And our only future will be in wakefulness
trust,
hope,
yes, joy
as we live out your love for the Earth we are part of
through your Word made flesh Jesus, our friend.
Hallelujah anyway!
Amen.
Prayer written by Revd David Coleman, Environmental Chaplain to Eco-Congregation Scotland

