
St Magnus Church Lerwick 

 

Wednesday March 18th 2020 

To my fellow members in the Body of Christ at St Magnus’ church, 

 

It is difficult to comprehend the situation we all find ourselves in as we face the onslaught of the 

coronavirus. There is no doubt it will challenge us all, and in so many ways. All of us are experiencing 

something for the first time, and this is naturally challenging. 

As no doubt you will be aware public worship in most, if not all, churches has now for the “duration” 

been suspended. All small groups have likewise been suspended. St Magnus Church Hall is now also 

closed. 

In a statement issued yesterday Bishop Anne says to us all, “Even though we will not worship 

together, we are not disappearing. We will be Christ’s church in and from our own homes. For the 

next weeks, and maybe months, we will be church in a different way.” She also says the “shape of 

our lives will change” and that afterwards we will not be the same. These are strong and difficult 

words to read for us all. 

At a meeting on Wednesday evening (17th March) members of the vestry and other invited people 

discussed the challenges ahead and I am now able to outline some of the things we discussed. 

Bishop Anne has said that this is an opportunity to make sure we stay connected to each other and 

to God, and this formed the backbone of our discussion. 

Sunday 21st is Mothering Sunday, traditionally a time when we might think of the roll of the church 

as a “mother” to us all. This year this focus will be even more on our minds.  

 National Prayer 

We have been all invited to keep this Sunday as a national day of prayer and action about the 

coronavirus and at 7.00pm to light a candle and put it in our window as a visible symbol of the light 

of Christ in our lives. This day of prayer is being suggested across the churches of our country, and 

most denominations and Christians will be participating. 

We at St Magnus’ are also urged to keep our normal time of 10.45am on a Sunday as a time of 

prayer for ourselves. We may well find it comforting and strengthening to know that we are “praying 

together” even if we are not sitting together. It is hoped that in due course either through e mail or 

website that readings and prayers may be available for us to follow at these times. 

 Support and Care 



It was also discussed how we can further support each other during this period of time, especially as 

many will feel isolated and many kinds of need may materialize. To this end shortly we are setting up 

“cell groups” of support and communication, and you should get a phone call or communication 

about this within the next week. (if you do not, then contact me directly.) St Magnus’ community is a 

supportive and loving community and this will not cease just because we are not meeting physically 

together Sunday by Sunday. We need to support one another closely in many ways. 

It is also hoped that a “Facebook” page can be established as well as a “Whats App” group. Also 

more regular updates on the church web site will be made. (www.episcopalshetland.org.uk ) I will 

also be working on material available on my “Blog” (which has been fairly dormant recently!) and 

this can be found by searching on line for “Neil in Shetland”. Through this media it is possible to have 

“live streams” and video clips as well as other resources. Furthermore the Scottish Episcopal Church 

will be offering other on line resources which we will make available to us all through our 

communication. Further e mails will be issued on these topics shortly. 

 Finance 

Another important point to bear in mind is finances. Needless to say our expenses will not be less 

because we are not meeting on Sunday! We need to ensure our income is maintained. We also 

ought to bear in mind that Fundraising is also put “on hold” and the Soups and Sweets have been 

cancelled at the moment. This is income we will be losing out on! Please DO NOT forget these 

important points and this may be a very good time to “give” by Standing order or other means of 

Bank Transfer. (Please get in touch if you would like to set this up.) If you usually put money in a blue 

envelope then this can of course be continued though you will have to store these up week by week 

until they can be collected or passed on to Ann the treasurer. (new boxes of envelopes are available 

and can be delivered if you indicate to us)  

I reiterate these will be challenging times both personally and as a church group. We MUST continue 

to support one another and continue praying together. I will do my best to support wherever I am 

able, and I know I am supported by a wonderful team of people. WE CAN get through this! 

If you need anything PLEASE let the “cell group” know. I am also available through e mail and phone, 

and Messages can be passed on. My e mail address is revnab@btinternet.com . Please do not sit and 

wait in silence! 

Prayers and Blessings on you all, and may you find light and peace in this time of challenge and 

uncertainty. 

Your Rector and Priest 

 

Neil Brice 

http://www.episcopalshetland.org.uk/
mailto:revnab@btinternet.com

